
Arthur has an X-Ray

A children's visual guide to
the Radiology Department



Grown Ups!

Research shows that helping your child understand their treatment

through visual aids can drastically improve their experience of imaging

examinations, which also helps the radiographers to obtain good quality

diagnostic images (Society of Radiographers, 2012). If your child is more

content with their treatment, it makes it an easier experience for you too!

This book contains four tabbed sections to help you quickly locate the

information applicable for your child:

Arthur has an X-Ray

Arthur has an Ultrasound Scan

Arthur has a CT scan

Arthur has an MRI scan

Each section is written in comic book style and includes important
information for both you and your child about the process of the

examination.
At the end of each section are some suggestions for further reading and
information or references. A QR code is provided for each website to

allow quick easy access from a smartphone or tablet. Visit your app store
to download a QR reader app. A full reference list can be found on the

inside of the back cover.



Arthur has hurt his arm. The doctor says he
needs an X-Ray to look for broken bones. He
goes to the Radiology Department to wait his

turn.

Arthur has an X-Ray X-
R
ay



Sit very still, and keep
your arm on the X-Ray

plate.

Okay Arthur, this is my
X-Ray machine. I am

going to move it over your
arm to take a picture.

Please come in Arthur, you
can bring a grown up with you.
My name is Vincenzo, I am a

Radiographer.

All photographs taken by the author with permission of the subject



The red light
helps me to take the
X-ray in the right

place.

Sit very still Arthur, I am
going to take the X-Ray now.

That's it Arthur, all done! You
can have a sticker for being

such a good boy.

Thank you!



This website contains further information about X-
Rays. Scan the QR codes with a smartphone or
tablet for easy access to the websites. Visit your
app store to download a QR reader app.

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/x-ray/

https://www.rcr.ac.uk/public-and-media/
what-expect-when



Arthur Has an Ultrasound Scan

Arthur has a sore tummy. The doctor says
he needs an ultrasound scan to look inside

his tummy. He goes to the Radiology
Department to wait his turn.

U
ltr
as
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nd
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an



Hello Arthur, my name is Dr
Smith. Lay on the bed for me

and pull up your T-Shirt so I can
have a look at your tummy.

I am going to put some jelly on
your tummy. Lay very still for me.

It is warm and it
tickles!

All photographs taken by the author with permission of the subject



Take a big
breath in and hold

your breath.

This is the probe, it sends
pictures of your tummy to the
screen so I can see them.



All done Arthur! You
can wipe off the jelly and

go now.

I got a sticker for
being such a good

boy!



This website contains further information about
Ultrasound scans. Scan the QR codes with a
smartphone or tablet for easy access to the
websites. Visit your app store to download a QR
reader app.

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/
ultrasound-scan/



Arthur has a CT Scan
Arthur has a poorly chest. The

doctor says he needs a CT scan to
look inside his chest. He goes to the
Radiology Department to wait his

turn.

C
T
Sc
an



Lay on the bed
with your head on
the pillow please

Arthur.

Please come in Arthur.
My name is Alan, lets have
a look at your chest. You

can bring a grown up in with
you.

All photographs taken by the author with permission of the subject



Watch the screen
and listen for

instructions Arthur, you
will see a cartoon!

Put your arms above your
head, and I will tell you when to

hold your breath.

Okay!



It sounds like a
washing machine!

I got a sticker for
being such a good

boy!



This website contains further information about CT
scans. Scan the QR codes with a smartphone or
tablet for easy access to the websites. Visit your
app store to download a QR reader app.

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ct-scan/

https://www.rcr.ac.uk/public-and-media/
what-expect-when



Arthur has an MRI Scan
Arthur has a headache. The doctor
says he needs an MRI scan to look at
his brain. He goes to the Radiology

Department to wait his turn.

M
R
IS
ca
n



Hello Arthur, my name is Sally.
I need to make sure you have no
metal inside you or on your clothes,
because the MRI scanner is a big

magnet.

You can have a grown up
come with you, they will have to

take any metal off as well.

I will also ask your grown up
some questions about metal.

I have taken my watch off and I
will change my clothes because
my trousers have metal buttons.

All photographs taken by the author with permission of the subject



My clothes and my watch
will be safe in this locker. The
gown has no metal so it can go

near the magnet.

Please come in Arthur.
My name is Alan, let's

have a look at your head.

Look Arthur, you can see all
the way through the scanner. It

is an open tunnel.



This is an alarm button.
Press it if you have any

problems while we are taking
the pictures of your head.

You must lay very still
while we take the pictures,
so they are not blurry, just

like a photograph.

Climb up here and lay
down Arthur. The scanner is
very noisy, there is no need
to be frightened of the noises.

I will give you some ear
plugs to make it quieter.



I got a sticker for being such a
good boy!

Okay thank you! I feel
better now I can hold the

button.

Well done Arthur! The
scan is finished! You can get
dressed and put your watch

back on again now.



These websites contain further information about
MRI scans. Scan the QR codes with a
smartphone or tablet for easy access to the
websites. Visit your app store to download a QR
reader app.

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/mri-scan/

Follow this link to hear real MRI sounds:
https://bit.ly/2PvdiDk

https://www.rcr.ac.uk/public-and-media/
what-expect-when
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This book is designed to help you and your child
understand the process of four different

Radiology Examinations.

Four tabbed sections help you to quickly locate
the appropriate section. Written in comic book
style, this book uses real photographs of the
Radiology Department of the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital, its equipment and staff, taken by the

author.

Follow Arthurs journey as he has an X-Ray, an
ultrasound scan, a CT scan and an MRI scan.

Produced with the permission of The Queen Elizabeth Hospital.
Thanks go to all the volunteers, including members of staff and 'Arthur", without whom,

production of this book would not have been possible.
If you have any suggestions for future versions, please contact the Radiology Department.
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